MATERIAL AND METHODS
Fish hosts were netted in the sea near Rio Grande in Rio Grande do Sul State, Brazil. The copepods were removed from the gills and the inner sides of the opercula by means of dissecting needles and fixed in 70% ethanol. The specimens were cleared in pure phenol for study. Digital photographs were made at five megapixels. Measurements were obtained with a measuring ocular and are expressed in microns (µm) unless indicated as millimeters (mm). Extremes are followed by the means in parentheses. (Valenciennes, 1839) , is described. The new genus has a spherical head a post-mandibular "neck" and two pairs of modified biramous legs. In these respects, it resembles Argentinochondria patagonensis Etchegoin, Timi & Sardella, 2003 . In the Argentine genus, however, the bulbous head has a medial constriction and the posterior of the female lacks the lateral extensions that are present in the new genus. Pseudolernentoma brasiliensis , also resembles the new genus but it lacks the lateral extensions of the trunk and the latter is cylindrical rather than flat. The second leg of the new genus is small and the endopod is shorter than the exopod. (Fig. 14) ; antennae strong, hook-like,used to attach to caudal projection of female. Mouthparts (Figs 11-16 Etymology. The generic name refers to the country of origin and the specific name to the state. 
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DISCUSSION
Brasilochondria gen. nov. clearly belongs to the subfamily Chondracanthinae as defined by KABATA (1979) because it has a post-mandibular neck, an expanded cephalothorax and two pairs of modified legs in the female. The new genus most resembles Argentinochondria Etchegoin, Timi & Sardella, 2003 ,and Pseudolernentoma Luque & Alves, 2003 , but differs from these in several important respects. The new genus has a completely spherical cephalothorax without projections or constrictions. Also, the trunk is flattened (not cylindrical) and is provided with postero-lateral flat extensions. Furthermore, the caudal projection (Fig. 21) is unlike those of the other genera and leg 2 is short with unequal rami (not large with subequal rami).
